7o                      LI HUNG-CHANG

nevertheless, both he and his younger brother, Li
Ching-ehX were hostile to Yuan Shihrk'ai. Like
Li Ching-fang, they may be assumed to be legitimists,
in the sense that they are opposed to the establish-
ment of any native dynasty that has not achieved
the " mandate of Heaven " by incontestable force
of arms. But this is an achievement which, as Sir
Robert Hart declared in 1900, is quite impossible under
existing conditions. And the obvious alternative is
internal dissension, followed by alien rule,

Li Ching-shu, the eldest son of Li Hung-chang,
died three months after his father, at the time of the
return of the Empress Dowager from her sojourn in
the wilderness, in January, 1902. His death, com-
monly described by the official commentators as a
touching example of filial piety, was actually caused
by habits of dissipation. His eldest son, Li Kuo-
chieh, successor to the hereditary title, was recently
Minister in Belgium. He was opposed to the Republic
in 1912, but he also viewed with disfavour the
restoration of the monarchy planned by the friends
and supporters of Yuan Shih-k'aL His brother
Li Kuo-yun was until quite recently in Peking* He
was Civil Governor of Kuangtung after the abdica-
tion of the Manchus, but could not bring himself to
work with the filibustering upstart military governor
Lung Chi-kuang, and resigned his lucrative but dan-
gerous post.

The best known and most respected of all Li*s
descendants is his nephew Li Chmg~hsi, ex-Viceroy
of Yunnan and Kueichou. A staunch royalist, he
took refuge after the revolution of 1911 at Tsingtao^
where many Manchus and high Chinese officials founi
safety under German protection; but after